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ENERGY CROSSROADS

Theatup, I can’tcool down
Yougotmespinnin”

‘Round and ‘round

‘Round and ‘round and ‘round it goes

Where it stops nobody knows

ABRACADABRA, STEVE MILLER BAND

Heat
up or
cool
mmsm down?

The Steve Miller band song could be Mother Earth’s lament. One we

cannotignore. Global Warming needs to be halted, soon. How? That’s

what we want to examine in this issue of “Our Choices”. According to

Marga Edens, Vice President Corporate Responsibility of RWE AG,

energy efficiency is the fastest solution.

+ TEKST MARGA EDENS + FOTOGRAFIE CHRis DE BODE

({3 H ey, my feetare getting wet. I need to
‘move my beach chair back. But I
thought I was already above the flood line! T
can’tmove back any further or I'll be sitting on
” Minor during my

socks and looked out over the stormy sea. The
boardwalk was designed todeal with it. It was
even ready to face higher water levels.

The same could not be said of many other
artificial and natural

holiday last year on Borkum, one of the Ger-
man Wadden islands. It was explained by an
unfortunate series of events:a strong seawind,
chasing the waves onto the beach, which had

in the world. If sea levelsise further - and
according to the most recent IPCC report, they
will likely rise another 26 to 82 cm this century
- large tractsare in danger of disappearing

eroded during the t

Easily addressed by havelunch

forever. Countries like Bangladesh

on the beach, buton the boardwalk. Seated
there, I wrung the last drops of water from my

and theisland of Tuvalu have to yield area or
disappear beneath the waves. What boardwalk
can theirinhabitants seek our?

Rising sealevels area symptom of global war-
ming. Seawater heats up asa result of higher
temperatures and expands (about one meter

thelE. e lobal electricity
consumption to increase by over two-thirds
between 2011 and 2035 If nothing changes, the

rise per degree Celsius). M landicenud-  energy sector growingdemand with  InJune 2012 Marga Edens took over as Head of Corpo-
gesabsolute sea level risesalong. The warmer  an energy mix dominated bya s7% fossil fuel  rateResponsibiliy,incl. Environmental Protection,
climatealso has other ts: coal). C 0, emis- Dy ARWE

extreme weather (heat waves, persistent
drought, heavy rainfall, flooding, off-the-
charts hurricanes) which in turn have a nega-
tiveimpact on living conditions for humans
(food and water shortages, tropical disease
epidemics and plagues), animals and plants

sionswill rise from 13 gigatonnes in 2011 to
over 15 gigatonnes in 2035, Thisis hardly the
road to achievinga 2 °C temperature increase
by2050.

So what can we do? We need to switch toa
I b i

(shrinking bi biodiver-
sity). If the world is to remain i i

, 2% of the global gross

the face of these mechanisms, global warming
‘must be limited to no more than 2 Cabove the

social product, a percentage which increases
thelonger we wait) and time (while green-

Group Centerof the RWE Group.

for after 2020,

pre-industrial level by 2050. Thi
defined by EU leadersin 1996 based on the investin long-lasting high-  shiftin priorities. In March of this year, Euro-
i ional Climate C drawnupin  carboni whichlocksinfuture  pean government leaders must decide on new
1992 inRi . TI emissions). Thatis why begin addres-

the first ked explicicly: ~ sing our energy. today. How?By  when the current EU climate and energy pac-

heat up or cool down?

That the question was formulated asa choice
suggestsa relationship between climate chan-
geand human activity. That i

seriously addressing energy efficiency. Inall
sectors of our economy (within or outside of

Kage lapses. Despite the urging of the Euro-
pean Parliamentand a number of European

the European Emission Ty )and
all levels of so i

tenergy efficiency
goal i E Commis-

exists. The 2013 IPCC report notes thatitis
95-100% certain that humans - that means us
- are the primary cause of climate change. By
emitting increasing amounts of greenhouse
gasses into the atmosphere, we have raised
global .8°C,and ingto

Higher ill
resultin less primary fuel or power consump-
tion fora productor service of equivalent

sion no longer wishes to spearhead energy
efficiency -a missed opportunity! If European
government leaders were to confirm energy

quality. Weare ne
ting our standard of living, but

talking about adjus-

behaviourand our processes,

long-term itwould bea clear
signal thatall of us need to contribute. House-

the International Energy Agency (IEA)and the
World Bank, are on course for a 3.6 t0 4°C
increase by 2050, far beyond the planetary
boundaries. If we hope to turn this tide, Green-
house Gas (GHG) emissions must peak by 2015,
and then quickly drop, preferably to 0 by 2050.
Two-thirds of global GHG emissions are cur-
rently caused by the energy sector. The com-

Dealing holdsand
land ~  and production ient, govern-

ges:lower CO, for climate ‘ments by facilicatin compa-

and health), lower energy nieswith i i finan-

with more disposable income, businesses with
astronger competitive position), more innova-
tion and investment (in buildings, transporta-
tion systems, electricity networks, etc., provi-
dinga stimulus for the economy. That the

cial incentives. Butalso by investigating
whether energy efficiency measures can be
introduced in sectors not covered by the Emis-
sions Trading Scheme, such as transportand
buildings

bustion of fossil fuels for p potential of. is y can make a key contribution
generates carbon dioxide (CO,). If we consider  being harnessed financial ourworld on the
0fCO, wemayemitinordernot i foes not road to 2050. E effortswillalso be
to exceed the 2°Climita budger, fit), high up-front 3 ith  required, but i
billion . Thatmay o different  of us can starc with today. We have no choice in
seem likealot, but since 1870~ th fthe  investmentor riorities,and the matter. Thisisabout more thana beach
dustrialage - burned lacking i chairand a pair of drenched shoes. The res-
through 5%, atincreasing rates. Additionally, ponse to global climate risks can only mean

It

iland gas
large that the remaining budget can easily be
exceeded many times over.

sight of the importance of energy efficiency.
The European Union in particular is showinga

one thing: redu Thatis why we
‘must begin using our energy more efficiencly,

starting today. B
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